Title:
How can homes share solar power?
Duration: 3:26 minutes

Description:


In this video, we see how Sonnen, now part of Shell, is making it possible for homes to share solar power through linking their solar-charged batteries to the grid.
Shell Electric SONNEN Transcript

[Background music plays]
Upbeat rock instrumental music with rhythmic strings. 
[Video footage]

Panning bird’s eye view of the picturesque village of Wildpoldsried surrounded by green landscape. 
[Text displays]

Wildpoldsried Germany 
[Voiceover]
How can homes share solar power?
[Video footage]

Tracking low angle footage of power lines and tall pylons seen beneath blue skies and orange-hued clouds. Title text displays over this footage.
[Text displays]

How can homes share solar power?
Interview with Christoph Ostermann
[Title]

Sonnen CEO
[Still shot]

Interior close-up still shot of Christoph smiling into the camera. Title text displays over this. 

[Text displays]

Christoph Ostermann Sonnen CEO
[Christoph Ostermann]
We founded Sonnen with the idea that every home supplies itself with self-generated solar power 24/7, regardless if the sun is shining or not. 

[Video footage]

Alternating front-view and profile-view talking-head footage of Christoph speaking to the off-camera interviewer, with green landscape seen through the windows behind him. 

[Voiceover]
Now part of Shell, Sonnen is making this possible with a home battery which stores electricity made from sunlight, providing renewable energy around the clock. 

[Video footage]

Low-angle footage of the sun shining in a blue sky, with rays of sunshine radiating down as the sun breaks through the passing clouds. Close-up of a white screen displaying battery level text and graphics, with the screen surrounded by a dark background. Aerial footage of a residential house with solar panels on its roof. Profile-view footage of a man seen against the background of a darkened home, at eye-level with the previously described display screen which is mounted on a wall; the display screen lights up his face as he taps the screen with his index finger. Extreme close up of a bulb filament lighting up against a dark background. Dissolve to white. 
[Background music plays]

Rhythmic instrumental music with keys and percussion. 

[Video footage]

Again, panning bird’s eye view of the village of Wildpoldsried with surrounding green landscape. Wide-angle footage of one of the houses in the village where we see a BMW parked in front of the garage door and a charger connected to the vehicle. 
Interview with Thomas Pfluger
[Title]

Sonnen customer

[Still shot]

Exterior close-up still shot of Thomas smiling into the camera, seen against the background of his house. Title text displays over this. 

[Text displays]

Thomas Pfluger Sonnen customer
[Thomas Pfluger]
About 20 years ago, I built my house here. And I didn’t think about where the energy is coming from. 
[Video footage]

Profile-view talking-head footage of Thomas speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seen outside his home. Aerial footage of his house with the solar panels on its roof.

[Thomas Pfluger]
In 2014, I bought an electrical car, and then it was really logic to go further with having solar power on my roof and the battery in my basement. 

[Video footage]

Medium profile-view footage of Thomas speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seen outside his home. Close-up of display screen with the words “mit kabel verbinden” displaying below graphics of a car and charging point with a double-headed arrow between them. We return to medium profile-view footage of Thomas speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seen outside his home, cutting to a profile-view close-up of Thomas as he points up to his roof. More aerial footage of the roof of Thomas’s house with its solar panels. Low-angle close-up of the “Sonnen” wording and logo on the front surface of the battery cabinet, seen in a dark interior.
[Christoph Ostermann]
The great thing about the Sonnen battery is that it’s fully automatic. There is no complicated buttons, no displays, nothing at all. It simply stores excess solar power when available and releases it when you need it. 

[Video footage]

Medium footage of Christoph walking through a white corridor, gesturing to Sonnen battery cabinets set against the wall as he talks into the camera, with a brief cutaway to panning close-up footage of the “Sonnen” wording and logo on the front surface of a battery cabinet.
Interview with Jannik Schall
[Title]

Sonnen Product Manager

[Still shot]

Interior close-up still shot of Jannik smiling into the camera. Title text displays over this. 

[Text displays]

Jannik Schall Sonnen Product Manager
[Jannik Schall]
The latest generation of Sonnen battery contains the experience of nine product generations. It is designed to provide you with 10,000 cycles which means the battery can be charged and discharged 10,000 times. 

[Video footage]

Miscellaneous footage of several technicians working on Sonnen batteries in a workshop. Medium high-angle footage of Jannik standing in the workshop while talking to the off-camera interviewer. 
[Voiceover]
Typically, homes draw their power from the electrical grid and national electricity transmission system. But Sonnen has reimagined this system, linking their solar-charged batteries to the grid. 

[Video footage]

We pull back on aerial footage of an electricity pylon set amidst green landscape. Panning footage of a green field with power lines and pylons stretching across the cloudy blue sky in the background.
[Background music plays]

The Sound of Shell orchestral adaptation.
[Thomas Pfluger]
So we have a normal connection to the grid. But the big advantage is during the day, we can cover all needs of energy with the sun directly and the battery is charging too. And in the night, all energy we use is used from the battery, so we don’t use the grid in normal conditions. 

[Video footage]

More aerial footage of solar panels on the roof of a house in the village. Talking-head footage of Thomas speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seated at a table in his home. 

[Video footage and animated sequence]

Aerial footage of the solar panels on the roof of the house. The time lapse technique shows darkness quickly fall and graphical devices appear and animate onscreen. Yellow shading appears over the solar panels on the roof and yellow lines briefly outline the exterior of the house. Green lines extend from the solar panels, across the roof and down to the Sonnen battery in the home. Blue shading rises over the Sonnen battery in the home, and blue lines extend outwards, showing the flow of energy to the car and to other appliances within the home. As time passes, the yellow shading recedes from the solar panels and the blue shading and lines continue to indicate the Sonnen battery powering the car and home at night. 
[Voiceover]
Linking to the grid allows battery owners to be part of the Sonnen community. 

[Video footage]

Wide-angle footage of two houses set alongside one another. Wide-angle footage of a farmhouse set amidst a green landscape. 
[Jannik Schall]
The Sonnen community is basically people who are sharing power with each other. The way this works is we aggregate thousands of Sonnen batteries to form a large virtual battery. 
[Video footage]

Close-up of a “sonnenCommunity” webpage displayed on a computer screen. Medium high-angle footage of Jannik speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seen against the background of the workshop. We cut to a close-up of Jannik as he speaks. 
[Video footage and animated sequence]

Aerial footage of the village of Wildpoldsried and its surrounding green landscape. Graphical devices appear and animate onscreen, showing a small white circle over one of the houses in the village, then three lines radiating from the circle, extending outwards and beyond the outskirts of the village. Next, blue lines outline several houses in the village and green lines extend from each house towards the central white circle, followed shortly by parallel blue lines extending from the central circle to each house as well as across the three lines extending over and beyond the outskirts of the village. 
[Jannik Schall]
And that battery cannot only put power into the grid; it can also pull power from the grid. 

[Video footage and animated sequence]

Satellite imagery of part of Western Europe by night. Graphical devices appear and animate onscreen. Germany is outlined in yellow and shaded in green, and the country is covered by a network of interconnected pulsing blue lines, indicating the flow of energy. 

[Voiceover]
By sharing its electricity with the grid, the Sonnen community has constant access to renewable energy. 
[Video footage]

Bird’s eye view of the city of Berlin. Aerial footage of solar panels on the roof of a building in the city. Low-angle footage of the sun shining in a blue sky, with rays of sunshine radiating down as the sun breaks through the passing clouds.
[Voiceover]
And it’s a network that’s growing worldwide, with communities in the USA and Australia. 

[Video footage and animated sequence]

Aerial footage of the solar panels on the roof of a house in Wildpoldsried, seen at night. Graphical devices appear and animate onscreen, showing a network of blue lines pulsing between the houses in the village as the shot pulls back to show an ever-wider view of the village, then pulls back more rapidly, transitioning to panning night-time satellite imagery of the earth, where we see the yellow glow of city lights with some white spots of light appearing sporadically. 
[Christoph Ostermann]
This is the energy future and we are extremely proud to be part of the energy transition. 

[Video footage]

Medium footage of Christoph speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seen against the background of the workshop. 
[Thomas Pfluger]
Sonnen community is a great thing. Normally, you have to pay every year, every month, your bill from the energy provider. Now, I think it’s amazing – the sun doesn’t send us any bills – and that’s really nice. 

[Video footage]

Panning aerial footage of a residential house with solar panels on its roof. Talking-head footage of Thomas speaking to the off-camera interviewer, seen standing against a Sonnen battery cabinet. Panning bird’s eye view of the village of Wildpoldsried with surrounding green landscape.
[Audio]

Shell brand mnemonic played on keys. 
[Graphic]

Shell Pecten centred over the picturesque footage of Wildpoldsried, with text displaying below. 
[Text displays]

Shell.com/electricity
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